
This weekend’s Gospel reading is the encounter on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) and 
it is an easy gospel to imagine ourselves into, not least because one of the disciples remains 
anonymous and so we can put ourselves in their place. 
 
I am sure we are familiar with the story, Jesus joins them as they are walking away from 
Jerusalem, he listens to them as they pour out their hearts sharing their disappointment 
over how things seem to have ended, he then explains the scriptures to them, and finally 
they sit down for a meal and it is at the breaking of bread that the two disciples recognise 
that it is Jesus who has been with them on their journey. 
 
In the ‘Office of Readings’ today in the Liturgy of the Hours there is a reading from the 
writings of St Justin a martyr of the second century describing what Christians do when they 
assemble on the Lord’s Day celebrating the Eucharist in word and sacrament. If you were to 
read it you would still recognise it as a good description of what we do now (or at least what 
we were doing until just over a month ago). The Resurrection encounter on the road to 
Emmaus also contains those two aspects of word and sacrament. 
 
I am sure that even as you make a spiritual communion you are all missing actually being 
able to receive Holy Communion very much and I feel very conscious when I celebrate Mass 
and receive Holy Communion that I am doing it for and on behalf of all the parish. 
 
However we still have the Scriptures available to us, and maybe this ‘lock down’ is an 
opportunity to renew our prayerful reading of the Bible, that our hearts may truly burn 
within us as we read and hear the Word of God. 
 
A reminder of the prayer we have been using throughout this year and hopefully still 
continue to use: 
‘Living God, you walk alongside us and speak to us throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to our hopes and fears and shows us how to live for one 
another. 
Send us the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds so that we may be your witnesses 
throughout the world. 
Amen. 
 
We also continue to hold in our prayers those whose lives have been touched directly by the 
Covid-19 virus and those who are working hard to provide the essential services that we all 
rely on at this time. Perhaps you have been taking part in the national show of appreciation 
at 8pm on a Thursday evening, it is certainly well supported on Boultham Park Road and on 
Skellingthorpe Road. There is now also a national programme of prayer with each week a 
different Bishop celebrating a Mass in their Cathedral at 7pm on a Thursday for all those 
affected by Covid-19 in any way. All these Masses will be livestreamed, and details will be 
on the National Catholic Bishops’ Conference website. But even without the benefit of 
livestreaming we can consciously have a moment of prayer on a Thursday evening before 
joining in the national show of appreciation. 
 
With my good wishes and prayers for you all, 
 
Fr Eddy 


