
On this weekend last year we celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish. 
Twenty of our young parishioners were confirmed by Bishop Patrick. Thanks be to God, the 
majority of those young people are still actively involved in the life of the parish, and we 
hope and pray that they will continue to be involved once we emerge out of our current 
lockdown and can gather together once again. 
 

This time of year is usually the bishop’s ‘confirmation season’ when the liturgical year, the 
academic year, and the spring and summer evenings all conveniently come together. So we 
can consider ourselves fortunate that we celebrated this sacrament last year and remember 
in our prayers all those young people across the diocese (and further afield) who were 
preparing to celebrate the sacrament this year but have had to delay their plans. Remember 
also our adult candidates for confirmation who were due to be confirmed at the Easter Vigil 
and continue to prepare and wait patiently. 
 

In today’s Gospel Reading (John 14:15-21) Jesus promises his disciples that if they love him 
and keep his commandments the Father will send them another Advocate, the Spirit of 
truth. In the First Reading (Acts 8:5-8.14-17) we have an episode where the apostles in 
Jerusalem learn that there are some new converts in Samaria who have accepted the word 
of God and have been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus, therefore they send Peter and 
John to them so that they may lay hands on them and that the Samaritans may receive the 
Holy Spirit. This is one of the very few occasions where the Bible speaks of a ‘second stage’ 
of initiation where the apostles ‘confirm’ by the laying on of hands something that had 
happened previously. Nevertheless, it is from small moments like this that the Church 
developed its understanding of confirmation as a sacrament distinct from baptism but very 
closely linked with it. It is important to add that we already do receive the Holy Spirit in our 
baptism. 
 

In the Second Reading (1 Peter 3:15-18) the apostle Peter urges us to always have an 
answer ready for those who ask us to account for our hope, and to give any answer with 
courtesy, respect, and a clear conscience. One of the graces of baptism is that we receive 
the ‘theological virtues’ that is faith, hope, and charity (Catechism of the Catholic Church 
1266). So perhaps the first question we might ask ourselves is how we experience that hope 
in God, especially in these difficult times that we find ourselves in. Naturally, we can only 
account for the hope to others if we actually experience it ourselves. In order to be able to 
give an account of our hope with courtesy, respect, and a clear conscience we will clearly 
need to rely on the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. The following particularly come to 
mind; wisdom, fortitude; and then charity, kindness, gentleness, self-control, but you may 
wish to add others too. It is important to remember that we can account for our hope not 
only in words but also in deeds, and it will usually be our actions that will best give witness 
to our faith and hope in Christ. 
 

As always we remember all those whose lives have been directly touched by the 
coronavirus and all those working hard to keep us healthy and safe and we continue to 
show them our courtesy and respect. As things gradually change more people will have to 
make decisions about whether it is safe and wise to go back to work and we pray for gifts of 
wisdom and understanding to guide them. 
 



This week we can reflect on the graces we have received (or anticipate) in the sacraments of 
baptism and confirmation and once more ask the Holy Spirit to be our Counsellor and 
Advocate as we continue our Christian lives as missionary disciples of Jesus. 


