
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
Last week when I was associating the candles on the Advent wreath with different biblical 
characters I suggested that the fourth candle could represent Saint Joseph. Saint Joseph is 
often the hidden person in the nativity story, for example in today’s Gospel reading (Luke 
1:26-38) he is merely mentioned in passing. To be fair, Joseph does feature much more 
prominently in Matthew’s account of the nativity (Matthew chapter 1 & 2). However overall 
the Bible tells us little about Mary and even less about Joseph which leaves a large blank 
canvas on which down the centuries many stories and traditions have been painted. 
 
Two things we can say with confidence about Joseph is that he had a great love and also a 
great trust in both God and in Mary. No doubt when he was first betrothed to Mary he 
couldn’t have imagined the events that would unfold around and about him. And yet 
through all those events before, during, and after the birth Jesus, he took total care of Mary 
and Jesus and continued to believe that everything that was happening was God’s purpose 
not only for his family but part of something even greater. 
 
Earlier this month Pope Francis announced the beginning of a year dedicated to Saint 
Joseph which commenced on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady (8 
December) and will run until the same date next year. Our first thought might be ‘why 
now?’  Well it has been chosen to mark the 150th anniversary of his patronship of the 
universal church which began in 1870. It is interesting that devotion to Saint Joseph is a 
relatively recent development in the life of the church. Many of the pre reformation 
churches and monasteries are dedicated to Our Lady or the Apostles, but churches and 
parishes dedicated to Saint Joseph tend to be much newer. 
 
In his letter opening this year  
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-
lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn18 
Pope Francis speaks of Joseph as a father and the fatherhood he exercised in the life of 
Jesus. Joseph lived a hidden life, a life of service and dedication, and Pope Francis links this 
to the many examples of service and dedication we have seen this year during the Covid 
pandemic. Perhaps this quotation, although lengthy, is a fitting way in which to end this 
homily: 
 
‘Doctors, nurses, storekeepers and supermarket workers, cleaning personnel, caregivers, 
transport workers, men and women working to provide essential services and public safety, 
volunteers, priests, men and women religious, and so very many others. They understood 
that no one is saved alone… How many people daily exercise patience and offer hope, 
taking care to spread not panic, but shared responsibility. How many fathers, mothers, 
grandparents and teachers are showing our children, in small everyday ways, how to accept 
and deal with a crisis by adjusting their routines, looking ahead and encouraging the 
practice of prayer. How many are praying, making sacrifices and interceding for the good of 
all”. Each of us can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and 
hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph 
reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable role 
in the history of salvation.’ 
 
Video link: https://youtu.be/uA5trI-z9wY 
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